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By Donald Kimelman- 


MOSCOW — Andrei Kistyakovsky 
has trouble explaining why bededd-' 
ed to take on a task that '•earns so 
likely to land him in prison, toot -- 
friendship played a big part, be says," 
as did religions faith. Somehow,^! 
became his time to pot his neck -on 
the line for his convictions. 

Kistyakovsky is the new adminis- 
trator of the Russian Social Fund, 
more commonly known as the Sol- 
zhenitsyn Fund, a philanthropic or- 
ganization that distributes food and 
clothing to Soviet political prisoners 
and money to their dependents. Its 
major source of income are the roy- 
alties from exiled Soviet writer Alex- 
ander Solzhenitsyn's exhaustive ac- 
count of the Stalinist prison system, 
The Gulag Archipelago. 

It is unlikely that Kistyakovsky. 46. 
a p ro f essional literary translator, 
bad mnch competition for the job: 
All his predecessors have been sent 
to prison, exiled or forced to emi- 
grate. 

Although no time in the Solzheni- 
tsyn Fund’s nine-year history has 
been golden the situation seems par- 
ticularly perilous as Kistyakovsky 
steps in. 

On March 1, after IS months in 
prison, the fund's Leningrad coordi- 
nator said on television that he had 
been a pawn of the CIA. Speaking of 
the “insights” he bad gained while 
in captivity, -Valery Repin, 32, eon- 
tended-that the fund had no charita- 
ble purpose but was directed toward 
“inciting anti-Soviet activity and col- 
lecting political and military Infor- 
mation from spies.” ...... i 

On April 7, Sergei Khodorovich. '< 
the Moscow-based administrator of 
the fund for more than five years, -j 
was arrested and jailed. He reported- 1 
)y has been charged with “diasemi- j 
Dating knowingly false fabrications;! 
discrediting the Soviet political sys- 'j 
tem.” i 


Repin, whose wife made a televised < His biography~ls4ha£hHk'dMmer 
rrafiarinn in ApriLwanumjriallast : avho finally * 


. week for _ tre as on. _Tbe Ibas -news 
agency carrieddaDy r epo m of 
theprooeertitigs.allaltaadatdiacred-': 
itingthefnnd and linking it to aspio- i 
nage activities. Tbedagreeofpublio- 
ity beinggiven to tbecaae is unusual 
and-is<¥eminiacant, t ao4ome.ofthe 
infamou s rshow the 1930s, 
in ‘Which ‘many -«of -Joseph -Stalin’s 
perceived enemies were charged, 
pleaded guilty and executed with 
numbins-snaad. -i. 

The crackdownon the fund’s land-' 
ership has provided further evi- 
denced .the .Soviet regime's continu- 
ing hardline against dimes t, a policy 
that has- not aaead since Yuri Y.-Aa- 
dropov^a Tormer^chief of ifce KGS, 
the Soviet secret .police, became par- 
ty leader 4n -November. * .rW 

Yet dasjttte its considerable sac- 



could hot i 

and get them pnbl1ihefl%aji~ 

So he worked as a truckitfieerfor 
10 years before imiaiag to -gat a 
university education ahAaisa -trans- 
lator,: to bring the thoughts of West- 
ern -writers to Soviet naartun His 
quiet form of subversion was to 
choose works that he {bought indi- 
rectly exposed the flaws of the"Oam- 
munist regime- here.- 
He wes reared as an aetbeisT by 
aetbeistic parents, but be decided 
eight years ago that ‘’something was 
lacking in my life;".he «aid he now 
faals he has found that something in 
She Russian Orthodox aaligion. In 
spaaking of fboaenontdctions, belli- 

. eludes tiie caveat that like so many 

in stifling political and even nidatarininad believers, he is plagued 
spiritual independence, the fegime^by doubt ; ’ - 

has never been able .to firmly close **I am sure that witbourbelieving 
The lid. People such as Andrei Kistye- -people cannot be just” he said, 
kovskv keep stepping forward to take “They haven't such things as *you 


-the place of the latest fallen leader. 

In an interview yesterday in his 
sparsely furnished Moscow study, 

Kistyakovsky said that he bad no 
illusions About the danger involved 
in taking the place of his good 
friend, Khodorovich. - 

“I don't want to be arrested,” fee i when Khodorovich ’s arrest 
said. ”1 think about it however, and I ..imminent he offered to take 


must’ and “you must not* Sergei 
I Khodorovich) also thought like me. 
Because of this, we became friends.” 

Kistyakovsky spoke of Khadoro- 
vich, 42,- a mathematician, with rev- 
•rence, occasionally even quoting 
him. He said that some months ago. 


his ’ 


dont-think I’m afraid. Sometimes it 
happens that there-are things more 
important than your personal free- 
dom.” 

A slender man of medium height, 

•with thick brown hair and -w full, 
mustache, Kistyakovsky has been on 
the fringes -of the dissident move- 
ment for severe) years: He has associ- 
ated with people who have later gone 
off to jail of exile hut be never had 

stepped so directly into tbeJtne of .meat among foreign . 
fire. >to sen;e as a signal to Solzhenitsyn 


place at the Solzbenigyn/Fund and 
that the informal succession was or- 

ranged 

His wife and daughter, 17, eupport- 
-ed his decision, be said, but be has 
not told his parents forfaar of .worry- 
ing them. 

Last week, Kistyakovsky issuad a 
formal statement defending Khodor- 
ovich and the fund and announcing 
his new role. He circulated the state- 
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